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On April 1, 2025, PEI Health Minister, Mark McLane, acknowledged that eliminating the 

provincial patient registry, as was promised by the Conservative Governments two years ago, is 

an unachievable goal at this time. The government emphasizes it’s plans to recruit physicians to 

the island yet continues to omit the role Nurse Practitioners (NP) can also play in solving this 

access to primary care crisis. By utilizing NPs in primary care and urgent care clinics, as well as 

the broader use of these specialized professionals in the hospital settings, the healthcare 

situation can be rapidly improved. Investing in the Master of Nursing program to increase the 

number of NPs graduating from the University of Prince Edward Island ensures better care for 

Islanders in the near future, as over 90% of NPs that graduate stay on the island and work for 

their communities. Since it only requires two years for an experienced Registered Nurse to 

complete an NP program, the taxpayer cost for their education is significantly less than other 

primary care providers, making this a viable solution that meets Islanders’ healthcare needs. 

Nurse Practitioners already play a vital role in primary healthcare in PEI. They have the 

knowledge, skill, and judgement to provide excellent healthcare to the population of this 

province. We urge Health Minister Mark McLane and the Conservative Government to 

investigate how PEI can be a leader in recruiting, utilizing, and educating NPs and invite this 

government to open dialogue with us on alternate solutions. 
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